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A couple of Farmall cubs displayed at the 2014 Barnyard Bash.

CubFest Anyone?
When International Harvester rolled out their
newest and smallest line of tractors in 1947, no
one at IH dreamed the impact the little tractor
would still be having over 60 years later. The
tractor was designed for smaller farms of 40 acres
or less, but was destined to become one of IH’s
longest running production lines (1947-1979), as
well as most loved.
I first was introduced to a Farmall Cub at a
tractor show. It seemed tiny compared to its larger
brethren. A couple years later, I received a Cub
tractor as a birthday gift from my wife and my
youngest daughter. Having never owned a tractor
before, I started searching the web to see what
information I could find. Fortunately, I came
across a site that has proved itself over and over
again to be one of the most useful places for all
things Cub: FarmallCub.com.
The site has many helpful forums and
information, but one section that caught my eye
was titled “CubFest and Tractor Show
Announcements.”
What is a CubFest? Is it a tractor show for Cubs?
And why is it spelled that way?

In the six years that I have been associated with
FarmallCub.com, I have discovered that a
CubFest is an informal gathering of Cub owners,
who share an interest in and promote the use,
maintenance, and repair of Farmall Cub tractors.
But more than that, there’s a seed of camaraderie
that exists, first planted through the forum website
and harvested when Cub owners meet in person.
The CubFest was the brainchild of Albie
Baddarocco, an early member to the
FarmallCub.com site. His vision was to take what
the website was doing (promoting the Cub) and
create a gathering that would be a hands-on event.
It wouldn’t have to be big or elaborate, just a
gathering of people who could discuss Cub
ownership and pool the knowledge present to
answer any questions that may arise, along with
some hands-on repair. Albie hosted the first Cub
gathering in 2001 in Pennsylvania with less than
20 people in attendance. Afterward, he challenged
other forum members to do the same in their
regions of the country. No one did. The next year,
he hosted another get-together. Again, around 20
showed up.

Safety demonstration of a Cub’s tipping point.

Gary Dotson (left) receiving the 2014
Gorge Willer Award.

In spite of the slow start, Albie’s efforts inspired
another man named George Willer, who in 2003
became bold enough to post a thread asking if
anyone would be interested in coming to his place
in Fremont, Ohio. The response was
overwhelming. Over 100 people from 11 different
states showed up! Someone coined the event
“Cubfest” and later, Willer changed the spelling to
“CubFest” which stuck. Both Albie and George
have since passed, but their influence and
dedication have lived on. Another vision of Albie
Baddarocco’s was to create an award to be given
to a forum member representing dedication and
service to the Cub community. Today, that honor
is called the George Willer award.
As others became emboldened to host a CubFest,
these events sprang up in various parts of the
country, wherever Cub enthusiasts lived, taking
on regional names and flavor. From New England
to Florida, from Virginia to Louisiana, and from
Ohio to Colorado, and everywhere in between, no
two were the same, yet all shared the similar

qualities of helpfulness, friendliness and good will
that was represented on the website. Several of the
larger events are the Deep South CubFest in
Florida (Feb), the Virginia CubFest (April), the
Barnyard Bash in Ohio (May) and CubFest NE in
Kinderhook, NY (Oct). But size is no indicator of
quality. Many small-to-mid-sized CubFests such
as the Northeast Oklahoma (April), the Kansas
(early May) the Mid-Missouri (May), or the
Rocky Mountain CubFest regularly have 10-20
people attend and the reports from these are just
as positive.
It is not uncommon for forum members to travel
long distances from home, just to attend these
events. One member, Bob McCarty, lives in
Colorado, but regularly makes the trek to New
England and Florida to be a part of the CubFests
there. For Bill Weisbrodt of Harrison, OH,
traveling over 1200 miles one way to Colorado is
not uncommon to attend a multi-day event. People
from all over the nation pack up their cars, trucks
or motor homes and hit the road just to take part

Johnny Perry demonstrating magneto repair at the
2014 Kansas CubFest.

Don McCombs and Gary Dotson working on
a carburetor.
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Dusty Burton repairing a final drive
At the Barnyard Bash.

in the gatherings with many attending multiple
CubFests each year.
Why do they come?
One member stated, “The camaraderie stands
out most to me. Everybody in attendance feels as
though they have all been friends forever even
though they may have just met that morning. The
seasoned CubFest goer treats a new attendee with
the same respect as he would someone who has
been around these events for years.”
Here are several reasons to attend a CubFest:
1. School’s in session. The design of the
Farmall Cub did not significantly change
throughout its production. Therefore,
mechanical and technical problems that
arise on a 1951 Cub are very similar to a
1972 model. There’s a high probability that
those who attend can answer your questions.
Come and ask questions.
2. A hands-on atmosphere where tractor repair
is front-and-center. Not only will you get
your questions answered, but if you bring
your tractor, the necessary repair parts, and
you’re willing to get your hands dirty,
you’ll have many other hands there helping
to make the repair. Come and learn first
hand how to repair your Cub.
3. Show your Cub. You’ve worked all winter
on refurbishing or fixing up your Cub, but
you know if you take it to the next tractor
show it’ll be the smallest one there. What to
do? Take it to a CubFest! There, it’ll be
valued and admired by others of like mind.
Come and show your tractor.

4. Friendship. Over and over again, I hear how
people have made and kept friends over the
years by attending a CubFest. There’s
something about Cub people that are special
and out-going. Come and make new friends.
5. Food. Every CubFest I have attended has
reminded me of the old-time church carry-in
dinners. Many of you know what I’m
talking about! The food is delicious. Bring a
dish and join in the fun!
Where else can you go where your tractor is
front-and-center, there are others with a wealth of
knowledge to share as well as hands to help, great
food to eat and friendship to foster?
When
asked,
what do
you like
the most
about
attending a
CubFest,
long time
forum
Getting ready for lunch.
member
Bill Hudson answered this way, “It is difficult to
say what I like best. There are many things I like
about CubFests. I have got to meet some of the
nicest people, from all walks of life, from all over
the country and I call them friends - a word I do
not use lightly. People are willing to share their
extensive in-depth knowledge with others and
actually make significant repairs on total
strangers' Cubs. I often tell people that at a
CubFest (I like to spell it that way. I think that
George Willer coined the spelling) we don't
necessarily shine-'em-up-and-line-'em-up but we
get our hands greasy fixin'-'em-up.”
You might be reading this and saying to yourself,
“Ok, you sold me. But I don’t have a Cub. Can I
still attend one of these things?”
There are no restrictions placed on who may
attend, but it makes sense that people who like
tractors, especially these little Cubs, would feel
the most at home. Even if you’re just curious
about Cubs, a CubFest is a great place to start.
I’ve watched neighbors of CubFest hosts drive up
on their bright green tractors, just to join in the
fellowship. The host usually sets the rules and
since most of these events are family-friendly,

colorful language and alcohol are usually
discouraged.
Hopefully, this will give you a snapshot of what
a CubFest is and pique your interest in attending

one. For more information about a CubFest in
your region of the country, go to FarmallCub.com
to find an updated list under the “CubFest and
Tractor Show Announcements” section.

2014 Mid-Missouri CubFest.

